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Social Sciences Division
The 15 departments and programs that comprise the Social Sciences 
Division — African American Studies (https://guide.berkeley.edu/
archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-programs/african-american-
studies/), Anthropology (https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/
undergraduate/degree-programs/anthropology/), Cognitive Science
(https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-
programs/cognitive-science/), Demography (https://guide.berkeley.edu/
archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-programs/demography/),
Economics (https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/undergraduate/
degree-programs/economics/), Ethnic Studies (https://guide.berkeley.edu/
archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-programs/ethnic-studies/),
Geography (https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/undergraduate/
degree-programs/geography/), Gender and Women’s Studies (https://
guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-programs/
gender-womens-studies/), Global Studies (https://guide.berkeley.edu/
archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-programs/global-studies/), History
(https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/undergraduate/
degree-programs/history/), Linguistics (https://guide.berkeley.edu/
archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-programs/linguistics/),
Political Economy (https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/
undergraduate/degree-programs/political-economy/), Political Science
(https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-
programs/political-science/), Psychology (https://guide.berkeley.edu/
archive/2024-25/undergraduate/degree-programs/psychology/), and
Sociology (https://guide.berkeley.edu/archive/2024-25/undergraduate/
degree-programs/sociology/) — are each among the most distinguished 
in the nation. The transformational work done by the award-winning 
faculty and students of these departments has helped to illuminate 
the tectonic changes in the global economy, climate, technology, and 
governance of the world which we inhabit today. In addition, the Social 
Sciences Division faculty and students pursue questions of the long 
durée, such as "how do we create the good society?" and "how is 
language acquired"?

The Social Sciences Division is the largest within the university, with 20 
percent of the faculty and more than 25 percent of student enrollments. It 
is also the most diverse, which encourages the offering of a wide range 
of theoretical approaches and empirical methodologies. These allow for a 
much better understanding of the ways in which human beings, past and 
present, have organized their lives. This diversity offers both scholars and 
students an unparalleled opportunity to range far and wide in their search 
for solutions to individual, social, and global problems.
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