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The Profession

City and regional planners seek to make a difference in the future. The
profession of city planning was born in the 19th century to deal with the
problems of fast-growing industrial cities. Since then, city planning has
expanded to include social reform, physical planning and urban design,
housing and community development, transportation and infrastructure
systems, urban and regional economic development, the natural and
metropolitan environment, historic preservation, sustainable development,
geographic information systems, comparative urban development,
urban management, and of course, land use planning. Graduates of city
planning programs work in city, metropolitan, and state planning offices;
for private, nonprofit, and community developers; for environmental
organizations; in consulting firms and research institutions; in international
development agencies; and for many public and private enterprises. All
are dedicated to using their personal and professional skills and abilities
to produce better, more livable, and more equitable communities.

Undergraduate Program

The study of cities is a vital part of a liberal arts curriculum. During
this moment of global change, such forms of knowledge are of critical
importance. The world is more urban than in any other era in human
history, and with this rapid urbanization has come the crucial role of cities
as sites of economic development, crucibles of civic citizenship, and
spaces of cultural imagination.

The urban studies major is housed in the Department of City and Regional
Planning in the College of Environmental Design. The major seeks to
introduce students to the following bodies of knowledge:

• Historical and contemporary analysis of American and global
urbanization, urbanism, urban societies, and urban political economies.

• Conceptual tools, analytical methods, and theoretical frameworks to
understand urban environments, such as economic analysis, social
science theory, and visualization technologies.

• Forms, functions, and practices of urban planning and design,
metropolitan governance, and social movements and social justice,
including issues such as transportation planning, community
development, and housing.

• Ways of providing more humane, equitable, environmentally sensitive,
and efficient settlements and to lead change for better urban futures.

The major trains undergraduates for a variety of future careers and fields
of graduate study that are related to urban studies and planning. These
include practice-oriented fields such as urban planning, law, nonprofit
management, and public policy as well as research-oriented fields such
as geography, sociology, and anthropology. Above all, the intent of the
major is to produce urban citizens and global leaders.

For more information, see the program’s website (http://ced.berkeley.edu/
academics/city-regional-planning/programs/bachelor-of-arts-in-urban-
studies) .


